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Regular club meetings are the second Tuesday of the month at 7 PM at the Shriners 
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    Jim Kwiatkowski 

    Betsy Olson 

    Sally Shilling 

    Janet Norman 

 

 

Club News 
 

Please bring photos and ideas for the club website to the February 2010 meeting so we 

can update the website. 

 

The upcoming obedience classes will be as follows:    

Winter session: January 7,14,21,28, February 4,11,18,25, March 4, 2010 

Spring session: March 25, April 1,8,15,22,29, May 6,13,20, 2010 

 

The next meeting will be February 9, 2010 at 7 PM at the Shriners Hospital.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 
The Canine Good Citizen Test will be offered on June 5, 2010 at Ann Gehrlein’s place. 

More details to follow.  

 
2010 Run-thru Schedule from January to July held by the All Breed Training Club of 

Akron is available on line at www.abtca.org .  Obedience, rally, agility and conformation 

are offered.  Questions call 330-630-0418 or email info@abtca.org.  ABTCA’s building 

is located on the Summit County Fairgrounds property in Tallmadge, OH. 

 

 

http://www.abtca.org/


And a word about Obedience: 

 

The AKC has a presentation, “AKC – Obedience Now and into the Future”, available on 

the AKC website for clubs as a way of addressing the steady decline in obedience 

exhibitors.  The purpose is to present information to the clubs about the changes to the 

obedience program.  These changes are designed to make it easier and less expensive for 

clubs to hold trials.  Also, the AKC intends to clear up misconceptions about what is 

required to hold trials and inform clubs about new classes to offer.  The goal is to 

ultimately work together to reverse the trend of declining entries in obedience.  

 

There is a short true or false quiz in the presentation which is worth repeating here…I’ll 

give you the answers as we go along. 

 

1. Obedience has to be held in its own building away from any other show 

activity.  False 

2. Obedience can’t be held within 150 feet of a conformation ring or other 

dog show activity.  False 

3. Obedience can’t be held adjacent to a grooming area.  False 

4. Obedience rings have to be enclosed by gates.  Could be True or False 

5. People can’t sit within 10 feet of an obedience ring.  False 

6. People can’t talk while watching a dog work in the obedience ring.  False 

7. People can have food and/or eat near an obedience ring.  True 

8. Obedience rings must be matted the entire width and length of the ring.  

False 

 

How did you do?  The point of the quiz is to identify obedience myths and how they may 

affect a new exhibitor or spectator…would you have been discouraged when you were 

starting out if someone came up to you and told you to move away from the ring, be quiet 

and don’t even think about eating that delicious hotdog you just purchased at the 

concession?  Something to think about…check out the presentation on the AKC website.   

 

   

In the News 
 

American Kennel Club News Article 

American Kennel Club Announces Most Popular Dogs 

Date of Article: January 27, 2010  

-- Labrador Retriever Remains America’s Most Popular Dog as 

German Shepherd Makes A Move For The Top Spot -- 

-- Breeds That Help Keep Us Safe Dominate the Top 5 -- 

For the 19th consecutive year, the Labrador Retriever is the most popular purebred dog in 

America, but could this be the last year for the Lab’s reign?  



According to American Kennel Club® (AKC) 2009 registration statistics released today 

during a press conference at Grand Central Terminal in New York City, the German 

Shepherd Dog overtook the Yorkshire Terrier last year and is now ranked second most 

popular in the nation for the first time in more than three decades.  

An American favorite since the time of Rin Tin Tin, the German Shepherd Dog became 

the number one breed of the 1920s, but then slipped in popularity until after World War 

II.  

"Labs have been America’s top dog for nearly two decades due to their loyal and gentle 

nature," said AKC Spokesperson Lisa Peterson. "But the German Shepherd Dog has 

gained ground recently, quite possibly due to the increased attention they receive for their 

security efforts at home and abroad. Hailed as the world’s leading police, guard and 

military dog, this energetic and fun-loving breed is a loyal family pet, ideal companion 

and dependable K-9 partner when duty calls."  

2009 Most Popular Dogs in the U.S. 
1. Labrador Retriever 

2. German Shepherd Dog 

3. Yorkshire Terrier 

4. Golden Retriever 

5. Beagle 

6. Boxer 

7. Bulldog  

8. Dachshund 

9. Poodle  

10. Shih Tzu  

WORKING K-9s "SNIFF OUT" THE TOP 10 
The German Shepherd Dog isn’t the only breed Americans will spot at the airport or train 

terminal when they travel – Labradors, Golden Retrievers and Beagles work throughout 

the country to keep the homeland safe. These breeds are used by law enforcement 

military and homeland security personnel for a variety of tasks ranging from border 

patrol, bomb and narcotics detection, to searching for missing persons and tracking down 

fugitives. 

These four breeds were developed for various forms of hunting or herding, but the traits 

that made them so effective at these jobs, such as strong scenting ability of the Beagle, 

the eager-to-please attitude of the Golden Retriever and Labrador, and the bold nature of 

the German Shepherd, make them effective in their careers today.  

"Despite advances in security technology, the canine and its unique abilities remain a 

valued resource for the military and law enforcement agencies that work to keep us safe," 

said Peterson. "The loyalty, intelligence and hardworking nature which make these 

breeds desirable as K-9 partners in the field also contribute to their status as valuable 

http://www.akc.org/breeds/labrador_retriever/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/german_shepherd_dog/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/yorkshire_terrier/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/golden_retriever/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/beagle/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/boxer/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bulldog/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/dachshund/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/poodle/puppy.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/shih_tzu/puppy.cfm


companions in the hearts of dog owners around the nation." 

PET PREFERENCES: FIFTY OF THE LARGEST CITIES 
Top trends in 50 large cities in the U.S. include: 

 The ever-popular Lab is slowly losing ground in some towns – more U.S. cities 

featured a breed other than the Labrador Retriever in its top spot this year than in 

2008. The breeds responsible for ousting the 19 year national favorite? The 

German Shepherd ranked first in Columbus, Detroit, Honolulu, Memphis, Miami 

Providence and West Palm Beach; the Yorkshire Terrier triumphed in Oakland, 

Tampa, NYC, and Philadelphia; the Bulldog rose to the top in L.A.; and the Bull 

Terrier was a favorite in Newark, NJ.  

 The Bulldog is a favorite in California, perhaps due to celeb owners such as 

Adam Sandler, Kelly Osborne and John Legend. The breed reached the top spot 

in Los Angeles, the only city where it currently reigns as number one. The 

wrinkled pooch nearly reached the top in San Diego as well, coming in at the 2nd 

spot.  

 South Florida loves its German Shepherd Dog. The breed ranks first in West Palm 

Beach as well as Miami, where it has held the top spot since 2002, the first year 

the American Kennel Club started tracking city registration statistics.  

 Providence is the only U.S. city where the Labrador Retriever does not factor into 

the Top 5. Despite ranking second in 2008, the breed dropped off the list, making 

room for the German Shepherd in first place, along with the Yorkshire Terrier, 

Golden Retriever, Boxer and Poodle.  

 Unusual breeds on local top five lists include the Bull Terrier (1st in Newark), the 

Mastiff (4th in Des Moines), the Miniature Pinscher and Shetland Sheepdog (3rd 

and 5th, respectively, in Richmond) and the Chihuahua (3rd in Honolulu).  

PET PREFERENCES: 1999– 2009 
Some of the most notable recent trends in the past decade include: 

 The most popular pets with the biggest increase in rankings over the last decade 

included the Bulldog (from 21st to 7th); French Bulldog (from 73rd to 24th); 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel (from 58th to 25th) and the making the largest leap 

the Havanese (from 92nd to 32nd).  

 Working K-9 breeds favored by law enforcement and the military have shown 

modest gains as pets including the Belgian Malinois (from 95th to 81st), the 

Border Collie (from 71st to 52nd) Bloodhound (from 51st to 43rd), and the 

Doberman Pinscher which served heroically with the U.S. Military during WWII 

(from 23rd to 15th).  

 A trend toward easy-to-groom breeds is seen with the rise of the Mastiff (from 

39th to 27th) and the Rhodesian Ridgeback (from 56th to 48th) as well as the 

decline of higher maintenance breeds such as the corded breeds the Komondor 

(from 132nd to 154th) and the Puli (from 123rd to 149th) and on the Irish Terrier 

(from 108th to 132nd) and Sealyham Terrier (from 138th to 157th) which require 

hand-stripping. 

http://www.akc.org/reg/topdogsbycity.cfm


 Among rare breeds on the decline are the Curly-Coated Retriever (from 114th to 

142nd), the Sussex Spaniel (from 135th to 159th) and the Irish Water Spaniel 

(from 130th to 150th).  

 Even before the Obama family selected the Portuguese Water Dog it was on the 

rise in popularity ranked 80th a decade ago to 60th currently. However, it did 

make a jump from 64th a year ago when all the interest in this mid-sized, 

hypoallergenic breed began.  

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


