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Club News

The next meeting will be June 14, 2011 at the Shriners Hospital. Please make an effort to attend the June
meeting as it is election night 2011 and we will be voting for new officers and board members. The slate
for officers are:

President: Lee-Ann Czytuck

Vice-President: Melanie Shufran

Recording Secretary: Betsy Olson

Corresponding Secretary: Kathy Croft

Treasurer: Ann Gehrlein.

The slate for board members are Jim Kwiatkowski, Mary Alice Piotrowski, Trish Clark, Sally Shilling,
Amy Barney and Janet Norman.

Upcoming Events
Canine Good Citizen testing is scheduled for Saturday, June 4, 2011 at Ann Gehrlein’s at 10:30 AM. There
is a $7 registration fee.

Also at Ann Gehrlein’s place is the 2011 APOTC Annual Picnic scheduled for Tuesday, July 26, 2011 at 6
PM. Please contact Ann and let her know what sort of dish you plan on bringing.

Come out to the Bark Park and participate in a dog obedience demo on June 13, 2011, at 7 PM. Janet
Norman would love some volunteers to help with this so give her a call or email.

Pencil in on your calendar... APOTC Obedience and Rally Trials are scheduled for August 20 and 21,
2011, and will be held at the JMC Ice Arena. Wild card classes will also be offered. More details will be
forthcoming as the date gets closer.

The All Breed Training Club of Akron has their 2011 Run Thru schedule for January to July posted on the
website, www.abtca.org. For any questions about the agility, obedience, rally and breed run thru schedule
call 330-630-0418 or email info@abtca.org.
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Dr. W. Jean Dodds, DVM will present a one day seminar on July 10, 2011 in Monroeville, PA, covering
the health and behavior problems associated with thyroid and autoimmune disorders in dogs. Also, Dr.
Patricia McConnell Ph.d. and author of the book “The Other End of the Leash” will offer two half-day
seminars Dog-Dog Aggression and Play! Play! Play! on July 9, 2011 in Delmont, PA. Both seminars are
sponsored by the Westmoreland County OTC and more information may found at www.wcotc-dogs.com.

FYI

From Pennsylvania State University
Dangers of Ticks and Lyme Disease most Significant in Spring

University Park, Pa. -- As spring turns Pennsylvania's fields and forests lush and green -- and outdoors
enthusiasts turn out to go trout fishing, gobbler hunting, hiking, mountain biking, camping, canoeing and
more -- they will be greeted by sun and fun and at least one dangerous pest: Blacklegged ticks (commonly
called "deer" ticks).

Carriers of the bacteria that cause Lyme disease, they are a lot more common around the state than they
used to be, according to an entomologist in Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences.

"A decade or so ago, these ticks were rare in many Pennsylvania counties, but unfortunately that has
changed dramatically,” said Steven Jacobs, senior extension associate in entomology. "The majority of
Pennsylvania counties have populations of blacklegged ticks, and they often carry and spread Lyme
disease."

Lyme disease is a disorder that can cause a variety of symptoms, including a bull's-eye-like rash, fever, stiff
neck, muscle aches and headaches. Left untreated, victims can suffer facial palsy, arthritis and even
paralysis. It normally is treated with antibiotics, but if not caught early, recovery can be slow and difficult.

The adult ticks can be active from fall through spring if temperatures remain above 28 F. Ticks in the
nymphal (immature) stages are active in May, June and July. Nymphs will attach to mice, chipmunks, birds
and other small animals. Adults typically attach to white-tailed deer or other large mammals. While
awaiting a suitable host, the ticks usually are found on leaf litter or low branches in brushy, wooded areas.

"The larval and nymphal stages of the tick are no bigger than a pinhead," warns Jacobs. "Adult ticks are
only slightly larger. Research in the eastern United States has shown that ticks most often transmit Lyme
disease to humans during the nymphal stages, probably because nymphs are so small they go unnoticed on
a person's body.

"Thus, the nymphs typically have time to feed and transmit the infection -- ticks need to feed for 24 to 36
hours to transmit Lyme disease."

So Jacobs recommends avoiding tick-infested areas such as woods with a high deer population, especially
in May, June and July when the nymphs are active. And he urges those who do go afield to take the
following precautions when they are going to be in brushy areas:

--Wear light-colored clothing so that ticks can be spotted more easily.

--Tuck pant legs into socks or boots and shirt into pants.
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--Spray insect repellent containing DEET on clothes and on exposed skin other than the face, or treat
clothes (especially pants, socks and shoes) with permethrin, which kills ticks on contact.

--Wear a hat and a long-sleeved shirt for added protection.

"Also, know the signs of Lyme disease and see your doctor if symptoms develop," Jacobs said. "If a tick is
found attached to a person, it should be removed by carefully grasping the tick with tweezers as close to the
skin as possible and pulling straight back with a slow, steady force. Avoid crushing the tick's body.

"If you want the tick to be identified, place it in a small vial filled with rubbing alcohol and bring it to a
county office of Penn State Extension."

To learn more about blacklegged ticks and Lyme disease, visit the Penn State Entomology Department's
website at http://www.ento.psu.edu/Lyme online.

Contact Jeff Mulhollem jjm29@psu.edu 814-863-2719 Contact Chuck Gill cdgs@psu.edu 814-863-2713
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